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“All the believers were one in heart 

and mind. No one claimed that any of 

their possessions was their own, but 

they shared everything they had.”

(Acts 4:32)



“In those days, when the number of 

disciples was increasing, the Grecian 

Jews among them complained against 

the Hebraic Jews because their widows 

were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food.” 

(Acts 6:1, p. 970)
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So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 

together and said, “It would not be 

right for us to neglect the ministry of 

the word of God in order to wait on 

tables…” (Acts 6:2)



“Brothers and sisters, choose seven 

men from among you who are known to 

be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We 

will give this responsibility over to 

them and will give our attention to 

prayer and the ministry of the word.”

(Acts 6:3-4)
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“They presented these men to the 

apostles, who prayed and laid their 

hands on them.” (Acts 6:6)
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Ministry by non-Apostles …

Ch. 6: Stephen – great signs & 

wonders 

Ch. 8: Philip & daughters –

evangelists 

Ch. 9: Dorcas – doing good 

Ch. 16: Lydia – church planter

Ch. 18: Priscilla – home group 

leader 



“So the word of God spread. The 

number of disciples in Jerusalem 

increased rapidly, and a large number 

of priests became obedient to the 

faith.” (Acts 6:7) 



Today’s Big Idea: 

the Church was meant to be a 

service-based church, where 

everyone exercises his or her God-

given heart for ministry. 
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D.E.S.I.G.N. for Ministry … 

“D” – DESIRE

“E” – EXPERIENCE

“S” – SPIRITUAL GIFTS

“I” – INDIVIDUAL STYLE

“G” – GROWTH STAGE

“N” – NATURAL SKILLS



“just as the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve.” (Matt. 20:28)


