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He told them another parable: "The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and planted in his field. 
Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, 

yet when it grows, it is the largest of 
garden plants and becomes a tree, so 

that the birds of the air come and perch 
in its branches." Matthew 13:31-32 (NIV)
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2.  THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE

• The Kingdom of Heaven would have a 
SMALL Beginning

“Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the 
silver and the gold were all broken to pieces 
and became like chaff on a threshing floor in 

the summer. The wind swept them away 
without leaving a trace. But the rock that 

struck the statue became a huge mountain 
and filled the whole earth.”  Daniel 2:35



2.  THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE

• The Kingdom of Heaven would have a 
SMALL Beginning

“In the time of those kings, the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom that will never 

be destroyed, nor will it be left to another 
people. It will crush all those kingdoms and 

bring them to an end, but it will itself 
endure forever.” Daniel 2:44
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• The Kingdom of Heaven would have a 
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“A shoot will come up from the stump of 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 

fruit.” Isaiah 11:1
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• The Kingdom of Heaven would have a 
SMALL Beginning

“He grew up before him like a tender 
shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.” 

Isaiah 53:2-3
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• The Kingdom of Heaven would have 
tremendous GROWTH.

“It only takes a spark 
to get a fire going!”
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2.  THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE

• The Kingdom of Heaven would have a 
SMALL Beginning

• The Kingdom of Heaven would have 
tremendous GROWTH.

• Its Growth would be BENEFICIAL to the 
world.

"for the kingdom of God is not food and 
drink, but righteousness and peace and joy

in the Holy Spirit" Romans 14:17



“Come to me, all you 
who are weary and 
burdened, and I will 

give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30
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3.  THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM TODAY

“For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through 

the living and enduring word of God.” 
1 Peter 1:23



3.  THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM TODAY

“so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty, but will 

accomplish what I desire and achieve the 
purpose for which I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11
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• Is NOTICEABLE

• Is UNIQUE

• PERMEATES

• Is MEMORABLE



3.  THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM TODAY

A “mustard-like” faith:



3.  THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM TODAY

A “mustard-like” faith:

“Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move.” 

Matthew 17:20
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A “mustard-like” faith:

• Is NOTICEABLE

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 

lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 

the house" Matthew 5:14-15
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A “mustard-like” faith:

• Is NOTICEABLE

• Is UNIQUE

• PERMEATES everything I do

• Is MEMORABLE



“I tell you the truth, 
unless a kernel of 
wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it 

remains only a single 
seed. But if it dies, it 

produces many seeds.” 

- John 12:24


