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3 COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID



I. MISTAKE #1: PLANNING WITHOUT GOD

"Now listen, you who say, `Today or tomorrow 
we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business, and make money.“

- James 4:13
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I. MISTAKE #1: PLANNING WITHOUT GOD

THE SOLUTION: 
Include God In Your Goal Setting

"Instead, you ought to say, `IF it is the Lord's 
will, we will live and do this or that." 

- James 4:15

3 COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID
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There are three possible responses 
to God’s will:

1. I can make reference to it.

2. I can show deference to it.

3. I can show preference for it.



I. MISTAKE #1: PLANNING WITHOUT GOD

THE SOLUTION: 
Include God In Your Goal Setting

"In their hearts humans plan their course, 
but the Lord establishes their steps." 

- Proverbs 16:9 

3 COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID



II. MISTAKE #2: PRESUMING ABOUT TOMORROW

"Why, you don't even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? 
You are a mist that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes. As it is, 
you boast and brag. All such 
boasting is evil." 

- James 4:14 & 16
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II. MISTAKE #2: PRESUMING ABOUT TOMORROW

"Come," each one cries, "... Let us 
drink our fill of beer! And 
tomorrow will be like today, 
or even better!" 

- Isaiah 56:12
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II. MISTAKE #2: PRESUMING ABOUT TOMORROW

THE SOLUTION:

Live One Day At A Time

"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own." 

- Matthew 6:34
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III. MISTAKE #3: PUTTING OFF DOING GOOD

"Anyone then, who knows the good 
he ought to do and doesn't do it sins." 

- James 4:17
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III. MISTAKE #3: PUTTING OFF DOING GOOD

"Anyone then, who knows the good 
he ought to do and doesn't do it sins." 

- James 4:17

Sins of commission 
Sins of omission
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III. MISTAKE #3: PUTTING OFF DOING GOOD

THE SOLUTION:

Make “Now” Count!

"Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 
when it is in your power to act. Do not say to your 
neighbor, `Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow' --
when you now have it with you." 

- Proverbs 3:27-28
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III. MISTAKE #3: PUTTING OFF DOING GOOD

THE SOLUTION:

Make “Now” Count!

Three ways to use life …

1. Spend it

2. Waste it

3. Invest it
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III. MISTAKE #3: PUTTING OFF DOING GOOD

THE SOLUTION:

Make “Now” Count!

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 
life will be demanded from you. Then who will get 
what you have prepared for yourself?’”

- Luke 12: 20
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III. MISTAKE #3: PUTTING OFF DOING GOOD

THE SOLUTION:

Make “Now” Count!

"… I tell you, now is the time 
of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation." 

- 2 Corinthians 6:2b
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Message & Outline taken from “Developing A Faith That Works” by Rick Warren


