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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. – Hebrews 11:1
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What Faith is Not …

1. something you can see

2. based on your desire

3. powerful in itself

4. a means to manipulate God

5. the object of your faith

looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith –
Hebrews 12:2a, ESV



Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see.

Hebrews 11:2, NIV



2 Kings 6:15-17



Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his 
eyes that he may see.” So the Lord opened the eyes of 

the young man, and he saw, and behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all 

around Elisha.

2 Kings 6:17
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When We Trust in Self … 

1. We exaggerate our difficulties 

They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land 
to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and 
honey! Here is its fruit.  But the people who live there 
are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very 
large. We even saw descendants of Anak there  -
Numbers 13:27-28



When We Trust in Self … 

1. We exaggerate our difficulties (Numbers 13:27-28)

2. We underestimate what God can do in us. 

We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak
come from the Nephilim). We seemed like 
grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the 
same to them. - Numbers 13:33



When We Trust in Self … 

1. We exaggerate our difficulties (Numbers 13:27-28)

2. We underestimate what God can do in us. (Numbers 13:3)

3. We get discouraged 

That night all the members of the community raised their 
voices and wept aloud. All the Israelites grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If 
only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! - Num 14:1-2



When We Trust in Self … 

1. We exaggerate our difficulties (Numbers 13:27-28)

2. We underestimate what God can do in us. (Numbers 13:3)

3. We get discouraged (Numbers 14:1-2)

4. We blame God 

Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the 
sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. 
Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt? – Num. 14:3



When We Trust in Self … 

1. We exaggerate our difficulties (Numbers 13:27-28)

2. We underestimate what God can do in us. (Numbers 13:3)

3. We get discouraged (Numbers 14:1-2)

4. We blame God (Numbers 14:3)

5. FEAR!!





When We Trust in GOD … 



When We Trust in GOD … 

1. Not our difficulties, but God’s strength



When We Trust in GOD … 

1. Not our difficulties, but God’s strength 

2. Not what we can do, but what Christ has done 



When We Trust in GOD … 

1. Not our difficulties, but God’s strength 

2. Not what we can do, but what Christ has done 

3. Not discouragement, but Freedom



When We Trust in GOD … 

1. Not our difficulties, but God’s strength 

2. Not what we can do, but what Christ has done 

3. Not discouragement, but Freedom

4. NO FEAR!!



There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear.

1 John 4:18a











Jesus replied, “Very truly 
I tell you, no one can see

the kingdom of God 
unless they are born 

again.”

John 3:3
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