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Growing Faith

• Oratio

• Meditatio

• Tentatio
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Work too hard vs. not hard enough

Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for service in the 

kingdom of God.” – Luke 9:62
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Examples of Biblical Tension…

Work too hard vs. not hard enough

Flesh vs. Spirit

Kingdom of Heaven vs. Earth

Law vs. Gospel 

Christ has done it all vs. Christ is still working 
through us





Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20
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But go and learn what this means: ‘I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.’

– Matthew 9:13



WITH GOD

Not FOR God

Not OVER God



No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in 
civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his 
commanding officer.  Similarly, anyone who 
competes as an athlete does not receive the 

victor’s crown except by competing according to 
the rules.  The hardworking farmer should be the 

first to receive a share of the crops.

2 Timothy 2:4-6
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No one serving as a soldier gets 
entangled in civilian affairs, but 

rather tries to please his 
commanding officer.  Similarly, 

anyone who competes as an 
athlete does not receive the 

victor’s crown except by 
competing according to the rules.  
The hardworking farmer should 
be the first to receive a share of 

the crops. – 2 Timothy 2:4-6



But these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God.

John 20:30a



WITH GOD

Not FOR God

Not OVER God



I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 

live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself for me.

Galatians 2:20
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Giving our Best ..

1. Truly the best has been given to God by 
His Son

2. I can only give my best to God if it's Christ 
working through me

If we died with him, we will also live with
him – 2 Timothy 2:11



No one serving as a soldier gets 
entangled in civilian affairs, but 

rather tries to please his 
commanding officer.  Similarly, 

anyone who competes as an 
athlete does not receive the 

victor’s crown except by 
competing according to the rules.  
The hardworking farmer should 
be the first to receive a share of 

the crops. – 2 Timothy 2:4-6



Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of 
the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means 

of the flesh? 

Galatians 3:3





What is more, I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 

lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 
may gain Christ.

Philippians 3:8

“Daring Faith – 2. Giving God Your Best” (2 Tim 2:1-13) using mat’l by Rick Warren (Pastors.com), AJI.


