SERMON: THE CHRISTMAS STORY (LUKE 2:1-20)

Pastor Augie ladicicco
December 24, 2018 — Christmas Eve

Regarding The Christmas Story, you may have some questions: What is this story
about? Is it just a series of random events: a decree from an emperor, a virgin
expecting a child, angels appearing to make an announcement, magi from the east, and
no room at the inn? Is there any reason to think that these events really happened?
And if so, why do they matter to you?
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“Let me tell you

The difference between “
Luke 1:1-4

” story and “ ” Story

“With this in mind, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from
the beginning, | too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been
taught.” — Luke 1:3-4

The Christmas Story is the
Luke 2:1-20, Matthew 1:18-25

of God acting in history.

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available for them. — Luke 2:6-7

1. Not just the birth of a child, but the birth of our
Luke 1:46-56, c.f. Judges 13-16

2. Notrandom events, but a unfolding with

Genesis 3:15, Genesis 12:1-3, Exodus 12:14, John 1:29, Luke 1:31-33

“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” — Luke 1:31-33

God’s Story continues as | Him.
Luke 1:37, 38, 45; Ephesians 1:11

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her. — Luke 1:38

Questions for individual or group reflection:

What is your favorite childhood fairy tale? Hollywood movie?

Do you think of the Christmas Story as a fairy tale or myth?

How do you tell the difference between a fable and a true story?

What sort of evidence do you need to believe something happened?
When you read Luke 1:1-4, how does the story of Christ’s birth compare?
How would you tell the Christmas Story in your own words?

What difference did Christ’s birth make for the world?

How is Jesus like the Judge Samson? (Judges 13-16)

What difference does Christ’s birth make in your life?

What would you have done if you were the Virgin Mary after hearing the
angel’s message? (Read Luke 1:38)

How then might you respond in the difficult seasons of life? (See Ephesians
1:11)

What do you need to trust God to unfold in your life?

How might next year be different because of this Christmas?

Taking it home / Memory Verse:
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
... —Luke 1:38
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Luke 1:1-2

/: “ - - -
e

“Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the
things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were
handed down to us by those who from the first were

eyewitnesses and servants of the word...



Luke 1:3-4
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“With this in mind, since 'myself have carefully
investigated everything fro;h the beginning, | too decided
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the
things you have been taught.”
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Luke 1:3-4
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“With this in mind, since 'myself have carefully
investigated everything fro;h the beginning, | too decided
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the
things you have been taught.”






Luke 2:6-7
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While they were there, the‘tlme came for the baby
to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room
available for them.
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ARE WE LISTENING?
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Luke 1:31-33
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“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to

call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son

of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
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Luke 1:38

“I am the Lord

word to me be ful

i

_,'{

L
h-q o S
e ..-' ¢

- '.Q‘.

AN

s ser

L

. -4
R

L) oY
=4

e
oy
o

-
— -

vered. “May your

_-qngel left her.






