TAUNT AND TRIUMPH (Luke 23:27-43)

November 24, 2019 Pastor Augie ladicicco

When it comes to our faith, the world in which we live is filled more frequently
with taunts than with triumphs. They are far more likely to cry out “If you are the
Son of God” (as in Luke 23:35 & 37), rather than “The Son is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation” as in Paul’s epistle to the Colossians
1:15. As we turn the page to a new church year, we end the narration of the
greatest story in all history, and in so doing we signal the new beginning that story
promises all of us. The triumph speaks louder than the taunts.

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said,
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen
One.” — Luke 23:35

Jesus to the world ...

1. Therulers...
Luke 23:35
2. The soldiers ...
Luke 23:36-37
3. Thecriminals ...
Luke 23:39
4. Satan..
Matthew 4:3, 4:5, 4:6, 4:9

“You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says the Lord... — Malachi 3:13

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.”— Luke 23:34

Jesus to us ...

1.

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into
the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. — Colossians 1:13-14

2. The

Malachi 3:17-18, Genesis 3:15, Col 1:15 Luke 23:34
3. God

Col 1:15-17, 19

4. Triumphant !
Colossians 1:18-20, Malachi 3:17, Luke 23:42-43, John 14:1-3

Jesus answered him, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise.” — Luke 23:43

Questions for individual or group reflection:

Recall a time when you were teased as a kid.
How’d it feel?

Who have you taunted because you didn’t
value them?

Why did the world taunt Jesus? (see John 1:10-
13)

What didn’t they understand/value about Him?

How did Jesus rescue us?

How is Jesus a more faithful son than Adam? than Israel?
What do you believe about Jesus?

How did God act to spare His people as prophesied in Malachi 3:177?
How is Christ’s deity relevant in respect to our reconciliation with God?
Did Christ parade His divinity in visible power?

How did God use weakness for victory?

How is Christ’s victory yours?

How does knowing you are victorious in Christ allow you to face life’s
taunts with hope?

Pray: Dear Jesus, thank you that you endured the taunts of the people
you came to save. Thank you that the sneering of the rulers, the
mocking of the soldiers and the temptations of Satan didn’t deter you
from the purpose for which you came into the world. For just as the
Apostle John noted, you were in the world, and although the world
was made through you, the world did not receive you, but rather
taunted and rejected you. Thank you, Lord, that by faith we are able
to ask your forgiveness and receive your grace. Thank you that you
have rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into
your Kingdom. Lord, may we continually look forward to that day that
you return, knowing that when you do, you will take us to be with you
in paradise forevermore. In Your Holy Name we pray, Amen.

Do:
e Examine what taunts you allow to linger in your mind...
e Then find a Word of God that speaks against each of those taunts.
¢ Joyfully look to that day when Jesus returns with hope — knowing
that on that day you will stand triumphant over today’s taunts.

Memory Verse: “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” — Colossians 1:13
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