
Z�-KW�E/E'��,Z/^d/�E/dz͗ 

�ŵ�/�KƉĞŶ�Žƌ��ůŽƐĞĚ�Kī͍ 

WĂƐƚŽƌ��ƵŐŝĞ�/ĂĚŝĐŝĐĐŽ 

^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬ͕�ϮϬϮϬ 

/ƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐŽ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ĐůŝĐŬ-ŝƐŚ͘�tĞ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ŽƵƌ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕�ŽƵƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƐĞŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�
ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝƐ͕�ƚŽŽ͘��Ƶƚ�WĞƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�:ĂŵĞƐ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŚƵƌĐŚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƉƵƚ�ƵƉ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƚƌǇ͕�ĨŽƌ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ďǇ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�
'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͘��� 

͞dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕�ŝĨ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕ ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ ŚĂƐ�ĐŽŵĞ͗  
dŚĞ�ŽůĚ�ŚĂƐ�ŐŽŶĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ŝƐ�ŚĞƌĞ͊͟ 

–�Ϯ��ŽƌŝŶƚŚŝĂŶƐ�ϱ͗ϭϳ͕�E/s 

 

 
 

�;�ŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ŽŶ�ďĂĐŬ͘Ϳ 

DǇ�EĞǆƚ�^ƚĞƉ;ƐͿ͗ 

ż /�ǁŝůů�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƚĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ—ƐƵďƚůǇ�Žƌ�ŽǀĞƌƚůǇ͘ 
ż /�ǁŝůů�ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ 
ż /�ǁŝůů�ůĞĂĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ƌĂĐĞ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�'ŽĚ�ůĞĂĚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ƌĂĐĞ͘� 
ż /�ǁŝůů�ƉƌĂǇ�ĨŽƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽ�ŵǇ�ƉĂƌƚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƵƐ�Ăůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�͞ŽŶĞ�ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘͟ 

DĞŵŽƌǇ�sĞƌƐĞ͗�͞EŽ͊�tĞ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�>ŽƌĚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ƐĂǀĞĚ͕�ũƵƐƚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ͘͟�-��ĐƚƐ�ϭϱ͗ϭϭ 
 

;dŚŝƐ�ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ ƵƐĞƐ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�dŚĞ�WƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ͕�^ĂŶ��ŶƚŽŶŝŽ͕�dy͘Ϳ 



















How do we re-open 

for the better?



2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

If anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here!



Am I open

Or am I closed off?



ACTS 15:5

Then some of the believers who 
belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees stood up and said, “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised and 
required to keep the law of Moses.”



ACTS 15:6

The apostles and elders met to 
consider this question.









ACTS 15:7-11

7 After much discussion, Peter got up and 
addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some 
time ago God made a choice among you that the 
Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of 
the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the 
heart, showed that He accepted them by giving 
the Holy Spirit to them, just as He did to us.



ACTS 15:7-11

9 He did not discriminate between us and 
them, for He purified their hearts by 
faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by 
putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that 
neither we nor our ancestors have been able to 
bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just 
as they are.”



#1
God does not 
discriminate.



ACTS 15:9

“God did not discriminate between us 
and them, for He purified their hearts 
by faith.”



• Acts 15: “Us” who are circumcised and “them” who 
are not

• “Us” of one political philosophy and “them” of 
another

• “Us” on one side of the tracks and “them” on the 
other side

• “Us” who are Christians” and “them” who are not



2 CORINTHIANS 5:15

And Christ died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for 
Him who died for them and was raised again.



GALATIANS 3:28

There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or 

free, male and female. For you are all one
in Christ Jesus.



#2

Lead with grace.



ACTS 15:10

“Why do you try to test God by putting on 
the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we 
nor our ancestors have been able to bear?”





ACTS 15:11

“We believe it is through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”



Am I open

Or am I closed off?



“We are all in the same 
boat now!”


