RE-OPENING CHRISTIANITY:
Am | Playing Offense or Defense?

Pastor Augie ladicicco

October 4, 2020

It is so easy to try protect what we have.

We can try to protect our finances, our health, and even our church. David stepped up
to fight a giant when everyone else was simply trying not to be conquered by the
giant. We are reminded how we can be brave in how we live for Christ!

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
— Matthew 16:18, ESV

(Continues on back.)

My Next Step(s):

o | will remain open and welcoming to those who are outside of the Church.

| will contribute to the work of God’s Church - especially as we re-open.

| will discover “perspective” in remembering what God has done for me in the past.
I will “run” to the battle line - to do the work that God has prepared me for!

| will not be afraid to be on the offense for God’s Kingdom, man cannot deter me.

O O O O

Memory Verse: “The Lord is with me; | will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to
me.” - Psalm 118:6, NIV

(This message uses materials provided The Preaching Project, San Antonio, TX.)






How can the church re-open for
the better?



Am | open
Or am | closed off?



Am | a Contributor
Or a Consumer?



Am | Playing Offense
Or Defense?



Offense — working to accomplish a goal

Defense — working to prevent someone
from accomplishing a goal
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Am | Playing Offense
Or Defense?



“And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock | will build my church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”

MATTHEW 16:18, ESV




“And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock | will build my church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”

MATTHEW 16:18, ESV




“Go and make disciples of all nations...”

MATTHEW 28:19




A champion named Goliath, who was from
Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His
height was six cubits and a span.

1 SAMUEL 17:4




No Anakites were left in Israelite territory;
only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any
survive.

JOSHUA 11:22




No Anakites were left in Israelite territory;
only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any
survive.

JOSHUA 11:22
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No Anakites were left in Israelite territory;
only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any
survive.

JOSHUA 11:22




19 Then the Philistine said, “This day |

defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man
and let us fight each other.” *! On hearing
the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the
Israelites were dismayed and terrified.

1 SAMUEL 17:10-11




David said to Saul, “Let no one lose
heart on account of this Philistine;
your servant will go and fight him.”

1 SAMUEL 17:32
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4> David said to the Philistine, “You come
against me with sword and spear and

javelin, but | come against you in the name of
the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied.” *¢ As the
Philistine moved closer to attack him, David
ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.

1 SAMUEL 17:45, 48-49




49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a
stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine
on the forehead. The stone sank into his
forehead, and he fell facedown on the
ground.

1 SAMUEL 17:45, 48-49




What did David have that we need?



David had perspective.



32 “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told
Saul. “I'll go fight him!” 33> “Don’t be ridiculous!”
Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this
Philistine and possibly win! You're only a boy,
and he’s been a man of war since his youth.”

>4 But David persisted. “l have been taking care of
my father’s sheep and goats,” he said.

1 SAMUEL 17:32-37




“When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from
the flock, 3> | go after it with a club and rescue the
lamb from its mouth. ... > | have done this to both
lions and bears, and I'll do it to this pagan
Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the
iving God! 3/ The Lord who rescued me from the
claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me from
this Philistine!”

1 SAMUEL 17:32-37




David’s perspective pushed
fear aside!



4> “You come against me with sword and
spear and javelin, but | come against you in
the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of
the armies of Israel, whom you have

defied. *°* This day the LORD will deliver you
into my hands.”

1 SAMUEL 17:45-46




The perspective we need to play
offense is FAITH in God!




David was prepared.



As the Philistine moved closer to
attack him, David ran quickly toward
the battle line to meet him.

1 SAMUEL 17:48




When they saw the courage of Peter and
John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were
astonished and they took note that these
men had been with Jesus.

ACTS 4:13




And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 4:7




The LORD is with me; | will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?

PSALM 118:6
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For we are God’s masterpiece. He has
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do
the good things He planned for us long ago.

EPHESIANS 2:10 NLT




