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KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϮϭ 

WĂƐƚŽƌ��ƵŐŝĞ�/ĂĚŝĐŝĐĐŽ 

&Žƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĨĞĞů�ŚŽƉĞůĞƐƐ͕�ŐƌĂĐĞ�ŽīĞƌƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ�–�'ŽĚ�ŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵ͘�zŽƵƌ�
ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐŶĞƐƐ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĚĞĮŶĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ŽĚ͘�,Ğ�ĚĞĮŶĞƐ�,ŝƐ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐ�ůŽǀĞ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵ͘� 
 

dŚĞ�WĂƌĂďůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WŚĂƌŝƐĞĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�dĂǆ��ŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ 

ϵ dŽ�ƐŽŵĞ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐŶĞƐƐ ĂŶĚ�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ĚŽǁŶ�
ŽŶ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ĞůƐĞ͕ :ĞƐƵƐ�ƚŽůĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƌĂďůĞ͗ ϭϬ ͞dǁŽ�ŵĞŶ�ǁĞŶƚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�

ƚĞŵƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂǇ͕ ŽŶĞ�Ă�WŚĂƌŝƐĞĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�Ă�ƚĂǆ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ͘ ϭϭ dŚĞ�WŚĂƌŝƐĞĞ�
ƐƚŽŽĚ�ďǇ�ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂǇĞĚ͗�͚'ŽĚ͕�/�ƚŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�Ăŵ�ŶŽƚ�ůŝŬĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�

ƉĞŽƉůĞ—ƌŽďďĞƌƐ͕�ĞǀŝůĚŽĞƌƐ͕�ĂĚƵůƚĞƌĞƌƐ—Žƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚĂǆ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ͘ ϭϮ /�
ĨĂƐƚ ƚǁŝĐĞ�Ă�ǁĞĞŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŝǀĞ�Ă�ƚĞŶƚŚ ŽĨ�Ăůů�/�ŐĞƚ͛͘ 

ϭϯ ͞�Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂǆ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ�ƐƚŽŽĚ�Ăƚ�Ă�ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘�,Ğ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ůŽŽŬ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�
ŚĞĂǀĞŶ͕�ďƵƚ�ďĞĂƚ�ŚŝƐ�ďƌĞĂƐƚ ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͚'ŽĚ͕�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĞƌĐǇ�ŽŶ�ŵĞ͕�Ă�ƐŝŶŶĞƌ͛͘ 

ϭϰ ͞/�ƚĞůů�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂŶ͕�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͕�ǁĞŶƚ�ŚŽŵĞ�ũƵƐƟĮĞĚ�
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�'ŽĚ͘�&Žƌ�Ăůů�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĞǆĂůƚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŚƵŵďůĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�

ǁŚŽ�ŚƵŵďůĞ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĞǆĂůƚĞĚ͘͟ 

-�>ƵŬĞ�ϭϴ͗ϵ-ϭϰ 

DǇ�EĞǆƚ�^ƚĞƉ;ƐͿ͗ 

ż /�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞ�ŵǇ�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐŶĞƐƐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘ 
ż /�ǁŝůů�ĮŶĚ�ŵǇ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ŽǁŶ�ǁŽƌŬƐ͘ 
ż /�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ůŽŽŬ�ĚŽǁŶ�ŽŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�/�ƉĞƌĐĞŝǀĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ǁŽƌƚŚǇ—ďƵƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�
ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŐŽ�/͘��/ŶƐƚĞĂĚ͕�/�ǁŝůů�ĂĚŵŝƚ�ŵǇ�ŽǁŶ�ƐŝŶ͘ 

ż /�ǁŝůů�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�ĨƌĞĞůǇ�ŐŝǀĞŶ͘ 
 
DĞŵŽƌǇ�sĞƌƐĞ͗�  &Žƌ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ďǇ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐĂǀĞĚ͕�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĨĂŝƚŚ—ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�

ĨƌŽŵ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ͕�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŝŌ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ—�ŶŽƚ�ďǇ�ǁŽƌŬƐ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶŽ�ŽŶĞ�
ĐĂŶ�ďŽĂƐƚ͘��-��ƉŚĞƐŝĂŶƐ�Ϯ͗ϴ-ϵ 
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GOOD PEOPLE BAD PEOPLE

Merit

JudgmentInjustice

Grace



– Martin Luther
Martin Luther (1529) by Lucas 

Cranach the Elder



– Martin Luther
Martin Luther (1529) by Lucas 

Cranach the Elder

“Grace is freely 
given to the most 
undeserving and 

unworthy.”



Today’s text: 
Luke 18:9-14



LUKE 18:9-10

9 To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector.”
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LUKE 18:9-10

9 To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector.”



– Josephus

“The Pharisees have the 
multitude on their side.”



LUKE 18:9-10

9 To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector.”



LUKE 18:10

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one 
a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.”



LUKE 18:11

“The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed.”

















LUKE 18:11-12

11 “God, I thank You that I am not like other 
people – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week and I give a tenth of all I get.”
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LUKE 18:13

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 
would not even look up to heaven, but beat 
his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’”



LUKE 18:14

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, 
went home justified before God.”



#1 The tax collector admits his sin.



LUKE 18:13

“God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”



LUKE 18:13

“God, have mercy on me, THE sinner.”



LUKE 18:9

To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else…



LUKE 18:9

To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else…



LUKE 18:11

“God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or 
even like this tax collector.”



Being less bad … is still bad.
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#2 The tax collector asks for grace.



LUKE 18:13

“God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”



LUKE 18:11-12

11 “God, I thank You that I am not like other 
people – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week and I give a tenth of all I get.”



LUKE 18:11-12

11 “God, I thank You that I am not like other 
people – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week and I give a tenth of all I get.”



EPHESIANS 2:8-9

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast



Will you go to heaven when you die?
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