April 21, 2024 Scripture Readings 8:30 Service

1 Samuel 17:23-27 (NLT)
% As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, came
out from the Philistine ranks. Then David heard him shout his usual taunt to the
army of Israel. #* As soon as the Israelite army saw him, they began to run away in
fright. 2°® “Have you seen the giant?” the men asked. “He comes out each day to
defy Israel. The king has offered a huge reward to anyone who kills him. He will
give that man one of his daughters for a wife, and the man’s entire family will be
exempted from paying taxes!” 2 David asked the soldiers standing nearby, “What
will a man get for killing this Philistine and ending his defiance of Israel? Who is
this pagan Philistine anyway, that he is allowed to defy the armies of the living
God?” ¥ And these men gave David the same reply. They said, “Yes, that is the
reward for killing him.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.

Ephesians 1:15-23 (NLT)
5 Ever since | first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
God’s people everywhere, * | have not stopped thanking God for you. | pray for you
constantly, ' asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you
spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. *® |
pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the
confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich
and glorious inheritance. *° | also pray that you will understand the incredible
greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 2
that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s
right hand in the heavenly realms. 2! Now he is far above any ruler or authority or
power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to
come. 2 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him
head over all things for the benefit of the church. 2 And the church is his bodyj; it is
made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.
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Luke 12:4-9 (ESV)

4 “] tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have
nothing more that they can do. ® But | will warn you whom to fear: fear him who,
after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, | tell you, fear him! ¢ Are not
five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God. ”
Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value
than many sparrows. ® “And | tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men,
the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God, ° but the one who
denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God.



